Dear Art, ?/8/75 

Aa I got timo today and perhaia tonorrow 1*11 write you about several things. 

Please regasrd some as dolioato by nature and, as with what follows, perhaps 
without neaning but oerely suspicious looking. 

I*B happy that du-rlng the course of our rolationDhip you have boooms acquainted 
with standard dirsotorios and know which to consult if the city directory does not 
yield infonoation. 

■ h'^ nio ago X got an order for Whitewash IV from a man whose letterhead was 
ioas infonaatlvo most. Together with other factors I do not now recall they 
mo wonder about him. He is John C. HUiott and the letterhead may not even be his. 

The retunv address the check in psyment, whioh I've Just received, says only "2100 
^intington Drive, Suite 7, San Marino, California, 91106." Ein^lope, rather. But the 
check itself is his, "^olm C. BUiott, San Marino, Calif." The attached, detachable 
stub is fairly elaborate, with places for "Dosoription," "amount," Date and "Diatri- 
butiona" broken down into coluBOs headed "loot. Ho." and "Amount," In thlti case the 
columns are twisted, the entrloa being where they do not belong. 1 attribute no meaning 
to the switching, but the accounting seems a bit elaborate, as the vagueness of the 
buslnoaa is in the other direction. ^ 

The description reads, "Purchase of book'- ’WH1T61MASH IV" bu Harold Veisberg. On 
the sama line, under "Amomit," is the 16,00 price of the book if bou^t in stores. The 
vriTT to him was merely for 86.29, <ith no breakdown for postage. The cover makss the 
distinction. Odder this in the H«ine oolunsi is an entry for the two bits for ma ili n g. 

On the next the 86,25 is under account number and the account number,6053, le 

the amount. The last typed-in entry is "(Report received by J.C. Elliott)" And 
both the entry and the fact faecinate when added to whatever caused the initial euspicion. 

This guy with the seemln^^ BysteriOttB need to hide the business he is in buys 
this book merely because ho has received a "repOrt"and haa no interest in the earlier 
books? I sent order forms and he ordered none. The account to which the cost to charged 
or. If it happened, one they opened for me, is of so large a numbez? M»y have more than 
6,000 aooounta? 

Another ^v^ iienAl thing is that my name only wae typed in caps on the envelope. 

This is SOP for cope and spooks but not for businesses or individuals. I can t tell you 
tho last time this happened,' I can't remember it ever hapi^ening. But typists work 
autnaatically vdien they get adjusted to a style. 

All this may mean nothing, Elliott and his associates, if any, may Just have their 
own ways an;i their own reasons for not saying what they do and getting free ads frOTH their 
stationery.' However, even lawyera oommonly identify their profession on stationery. 

So, I'm interested in what a directory check discloses about Elliott and that address 
and if either is productive, associates. I'll bo no less interested if the d'ty directory 
shows no thing . Howovor, tho spook covers arc oommonly listed, which helps them be better 
coyers. And they do get very careless with them and the directories. If you are not familiar 
wito city directories, once you get a business address you can oheok ondmfthe address as 
well as the name. The address often gl-ves those qtortered there, especially with businesses. 

I have no objoettons at all to spooks and other odd types reading my work. I even 
trust them and advance special handling coats for then. The military command college at 
Ft. Leavenworth, for example, wanted copies in a rush, sent expenslvesly and ordered 
phone, with billing Instructions and shipping directions verbal. I advanced all the costs, 
hilled tlwan, and two months later got a cbeok.Govemment, Ho disguises and no objections. 

I'm pretty sure I know when and throu^ whom CIA ordered copies. We went out of our way 
to accomodate, Lesar evaa making persraial delivery to the store, whioh two months later 
ordered only a sin^e copy, not normal when tlie initial order was for more and an odd 
number as one orders books. The profit 'to 'the store wets hal'ved with the single order and 
the overhead increased. 

But there are all Vrfnda of spooks, all kinds of businesses and all kinds of lawyers. 

Thanks and best. 




